Decolonizing the Curriculum and Implementing Relevant Education in Africa
Using E-Learning

James Uhomoibhi

Abstract

Education is the key to success for individual and communities anywhere. In the
current situation especially in this era of COVID-19 pandemic, education remains
important for sustaining physical health and mental wellbeing people and economic
growth of society. With continuing and increasing digital divide, the questions remain,
is the education curriculum in Africa relevant? What role is e-learning and how ready
are the key players for implementing changes?

Decolonising the curriculum is a movement that started some twenty years ago aimed
at ensuring the knowledge and practices of indigenous people were represented in
education curricula of post-colonial countries. In recent times this has been reignited
by students in South Africa and also in the UL championed by National Union of
students demanding the placement of indigenous knowledge on equal footing with
curriculum from outside. Decolonising the curriculum provides all subjects
opportunities to reconsider teaching matter. This includes who is teaching, what the
subject matter is that is being taught and how it's being taught.

This keynote lecture explores the origin and meaning of decolonizing the curriculum
considering issues of diversification and inclusion. we report on technology in
education curriculum decolonization and the possibilities going forward. Africa is
resource rich but has been assessed to be the poorest continent in the world. Access
to and the use of education via e-learning as a tool remains vital for rebooting
development and growth of communities with a view to promoting knowledge
acquisition and economic growth. We report on the philosophy, structure and mode of
delivery of education in Africa. We touch on the influence of culture, history and role
of e-learning in ensuring transition from being closed to being an open society and
also in facilitating access-on-the-move to people and resources outside Africa.

In the light of the recently launched United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,
we examine issues of sustainability and rebooting the future. This paper concludes
that decolonizing the curriculum requires radical change. There are critical questions
to be answered and key factors to be considered if it is to be implemented successfully.
E-Learning has and continues to be an important vehicle and a tool that has potential
to create the necessary change to achieve success. This does however require all
sectors and practitioners to work together at all levels.
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