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Reminder....

Springer-InformeR

Prize for best student paper in IR '98-"99

The Informer in collaboration with Springer-Verlag are pleased to announce the launch of the third gnnual
competition for the best student paper in Information Retrieval. This is an open competition for any stuglent in
a European academic institution who has published a paper in a refereed journal/conference/workshdp in the
period 1st November 1998 - 1st November 1999. Springer-Verlag have kindly donated a prize of £100 wWorth of
Springer-Verlag books (full catalogue at <http://www.springer.de/product/index.html>).

The winner of the competition will be invited to present their paper at the 22nd Annual BCSIRSG Colloquium
to be held in Cambridge, hosted by Microsoft. The IRSG will pay the winner's registration fees](and
accommodation) for the Colloquium and travel expenses of up to £200 if the winner is able to presentjhis/her

paper.

To enter

1. Send a postscript or word copy of your papénflarmer@dcs.gla.ac.ykncluding
publication details (conference name and dates/journal name, volume and numljer)

Rules

1. The paper must have bagaublished or accepted for publicationin the period 1st Nov
98 - 1st Nov 99.

2. The paper must have appeared irefereedjournal, conference or workshop
proceedings and should have a significant information retrieval content.

3. The entrant must have been a student at a European institution (university, colldge,
etc) at the time the paper wastten.

4. The entrant must be the main or only author of the paper.

5. Each entrant can only submit one paper for consideration.

Closing Date:November 15 1999
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Who's Wh(;\_

IRSG Committee Contact
List 1999 - 2000

Wondering who you should contact
about what? Well, here's the current
list of contacts.

David Harper

School of Computer and Mathematic
Sciences

The Robert Gordon University
Email: d.harper@scms.rgu.ac.uk

Chair

Jan J 1Jdens

Sharp Laboratories of Europe
Oxford Science Park

Oxford OX4 4GA

Email: jan@sharp.co.uk (or chair.irsg Monica Landoni

@bcs.org.uk) Department of Information Science
Vice-Chair University of Strathclyde

Mounia Lalmas Email: monica@dis.strath.ac.uk
Department of Computing Science  jonn Lindsay

Queen Mary and Westfield College gchool of Information Systems
University of London Kingston University

Email: mounia@dcs.qmw.ac.uk Email: lindsay@kingston.ac.uk

Secretary Andrew MacFarlane

Jane Reid Department. Of Information Science
Department of Computing Sciencecity University

University of Glasgow
Email: jane@dcs.gla.ac.uk

Email: andym@soi.city.ac.uk

Kerry Rodden

Computer Laboratory
University of Cambridge

Email: Kerry.Rodden@cl.cam.ac.uk

Treasurer

Margaret Graham

Institute for Image Data Research
University of Northumbria

at Newcastle Tony Rose
Email: margaret.graham@unn.ac.uk Cahon Research Centre Europe Ltd
. Guildford
Colloguium 2000 Email: tgr@cre.canon.co.uk
Stephen Robertson
Steve Wade

Microsoft Research Ltd
St George House, 1 Guildhall StreetSchool of Computing and Mathematic
Cambridge CB2 3NH, U.K. Unlversny of Huddersfield
Email: ser@microsoft.com Email: s.j.wade@hud.ac.uk

One-day events Informer Team

Mounia Lalmas Jon Ritchie _ _
as above Department of Computing Science
John Davies ) Ja.ac.

Information Access Research. lan Ruthven

BT Laboratories
Email: john.davies@bt-sys.bt.co.uk University of Glasgow

Email: i gla.ac.uk
Ayse S Goker-Arslan mail: igr@dcs.gla.ac.u

School of Computer and Mathematical
Sciences

The Robert Gordon University

Email: asga@scms.rgu.ac.uk

Department of Computing Sciencge

Possible plans
for the Y2K

problem?

The Informer team is pleased to

announce that it has solved the Y2K

problem. The solution is to remove
h1 all computers from the desktop by

Jan 1999. Instead everyone will be

provided with an Etch-A-Sketch.

There are many sound reasons for

doing this:

1. No Y2K problems

2. No technical glitches, keeping

work from being done

3. No more wasted time reading and

writing emails

4. Substantial hardware cost savings

In order to ease the transition we have

compiled a list of possible Frequently

Asked Questions:

Q: My Etch-A-Sketch has all of these
funny little lines all over the screen.
What do | do?

A: Pick it up and shake it
Q: How do | turn my Etch-A-Sketch
off?
A: Pick it up and shake it
Q: What's the short-cut for undo?
A: Pick it up and shake it
Q: How do | create a New Document
S window?
A: Pick it up and shake it
Q: How do | set the background and
foreground to the same colour?
A: Pick it up and shake it
Q: What is the proper procedure for
rebooting my Etch-A-Sketch?
A: Pick it up and shake it
~ Q: How do | delete a document on
my Etch-A-Sketch?
A: Pick it up and shake it
Q: How do | save my Etch-A-Sketch
document?
A: Don'’t shake it
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SIgIr 2000 Cf e

SIGIR 2000: resources for IR. Program, School of Communication,

: : Contextual IR: multi-media IR, Information & Library Studies,
Information Retrieval cross-lingual IR systems, speecHiutgers University, 4 Huntington

in Context retrieval, dialogue management, (nonptreet, New Brunswick NJ 08901-
feature-based indexing, information1071, USA (nick@belkin.rutgers.edu).
Department of Informatics, Athens seeking and task embedded IR. Phone: +1-732-932-8585, Fax: +1-
University of Economics and Business Interface issues user & use 732-932-6916
Athens, Greece. July 24-28, 2000 )5 4eling, human - computer Europe and Africa: Peter Ingwersen,
http//SIQIrZOOOauebgr interaction, search Strategies_ Royal School of LIS, Birketinget6, DK

. . . o ) . 2300 Copenhagen S, Denmark,
SIGIR is the major international Filtering, Extraction, Routing, and (pi@db.dK). Phone: +45-32-58-60-66

forum for the presentation of new Text Classification. Fax: +45-32-84-02-01
research results and the demonstration ’

of new systems and techniques in the>YSte€Ms and Implementation agja Australia and the Pacific Mun-
broad field of information retrieval 'SSU€s integration with database o\, | eong, (Attn: SIGIR
(IR). The Conference and ProgramSyStems, networked systems and thg,,issjon), Kent Ridge Digital Labs,
Chairs invite all those concerned with Nt€ret, compression, efficient query;y feng Mui Keng Terrace, Singapore
issues of IR to submit original researchtValuation. 119613 (mkleong@krdl.org.sg).
contributions, posters, and proposalsApplications: electronic publishing, Phone: +65-874-7864, Fax: +65-774-
for tutorials, workshops, and digital libraries, text mining, WWW- 4998
demonstrations of systems, forrelated issues, semistructure : -
presentation at SIGIR 2000. All document retrieval. dTutorlaIs chair
contributions should be submitted to Alan Smeaton, School of Computer
the appropriate Chair, as indicatedMPortant dates Applications, Dublin City University
below (see the Conference web site fofanuary 14 Original research paper Glasnevin, Dublin 9, Ireland
further detailshttp://sigir2000.aueb.gr ~ Submissions due. 5 hardcopies of fulfasmeaton@compapp.dcu.ie). Phone:
_ papers (max. 5000 words) to bet353-1-7045262, Fax: +353-1-
Topics submitted to the relevant Regional7045442
Information Retrieval is contextual. chair.Electronic submissions will not

IR functionalities form part of be accepted .
increasingly complex information Feb 11 p Is for tutorial James Allan, Cor_npute_r Science
systems serving a great variety of ebruary 1L Froposals for tornials, Department, University of

information tasks and behaviors. WOrkshops, posters, panels anassachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003-
SIGIR 2000 seeks original researchiéMmonstrations due. Please send610, USA (allan@cs.umass.edu).
contributions in the broad field of SUPMissions by email only to thePhone: +1-413-545-3240, Fax: +1-
information storage and retrieval relevant Chairs. For requirements for413-545-1789
: ; : submission please see the Conference .
covering the handling of all types of ) o
9 g yp in Web site:http://sigir2000.aueb.gr Workshops chair

Panels and demonstrations chair

information, user behavior i Bob Krovetz. NEC Research
information systems, and theories,April 1: Notification of acceptance of | <titute. 4 Ind,ependence Way
models, and implementations of IRall submissions. Princeto’n, NJ 08540, USA,
;snycslﬁzrgZ'u;rggcnsotrﬁ:ﬁi\tlggi;o SIGIRMay 1: Final camera-ready copy of all (krovetz@research.nj.nec.com).

' submissions due. Phone: +1-609-951-2773, Fax: +1-
IR Theory, including logical, 609-951-2483

statistical and interactive IR models,Conference chair

. Posters chair
data fusion. Emmanuel Yannakoudakis, Athens

Experimentation: test collections. University of Economics and Business, Amit Singhal, AT&T Labs -
P : ' Department of Informatics, 76 Research, Rm A-281, Shannon

interactive IR experiments, evaluation .o Syreet, Athens 104 34, GreedgBboratory, 180 Park Avenue, Florham
measures,experlmept.al des'gn’tesun?eyan@aueb.(:;r) Phone: ;30_1_Park, NJ 07932, USA
methodology, scalability. 8214145 Fax. - +30-1-8203356  (singhal@research.att.com). Phone:

Natural Language Processingword +1-973-360-8335, Fax: +1-973-360-

sense disambiguation, discourseprc’gramm? chalrs. ) 8970
analysis, summarization for the The Americas: Nicholas Belkin,
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ECDL 99 Report

Sean Bechhofer  being reinvented (as discussed below)information. The cost of maintaining
Information Management Group collections is growing by approx 15%

P As for the general feel, there was : X
University of Manchester . ) R .
v Oxford Road  ©ften little discussion in the sessions” Y&& and there are differences in

Manchester M13 9pL  Other than the statutory single questionggt:;?;;g mhetziocdaolloglljislislu it::e F\);Zg
seanb@cs.man.ac.uk and the conference as a whole was Iesesx ensive pth)z/a ten depnc was t% filter
Tel: +44 161 275 6145 animated than others I've attended ir}i b ' y

October 1999 the past even though the atmosphergrSt and publish later, leading to long

elays in availability. However, simply

The Third European Conference on'vas friendly. digitizing information tends to increase
Digital Libraries was held in Keynote addresses cost and provides little extra
September in Paris. The objective of functionality. The process of peer

: . Jean-Francois Abramatic of the A S
the conference is to bring together review is vital in dissemination, and

researchers from multiple disciplinesWorld Wide Web Consortium (W3C) this will need to persist in an new

to present their work on enablingétﬁrt”ed thlnng ?Lf W\;\t/hb"’} Lljeynote I'otn architectures.
technologies for digital libraries. atenges for the Web: Lniversaiity

Proceedings are published as vol. 196snd ScalabilityThi; was an overview In the tradit_ional state of affa_irs,
in the Springer-Verlag Lecture Notes©f Some of the activities of the W3C, authors submit content for review
in Computer Science Series. Therewhose mission is leading the Web towhich is then made available to end
were around 240 attendees and th. s full potential. The challenggsfortheusers through libraries. Little has

program committee accepted 26 paper. 3Care cpncerned with arc_hﬂecturescurrently changed, other than the fact
from 124 submissions. Jean-Erancoi est practlcgs and preventing markethat content may now held in

Abramatic and Robert Wilensky gave ragmentation. It produces notes,repositories, with users accessing these

keynote addresses, and other pape|ssubmissi0ns, working drafts, via indexes.

) S . recommendations an n r
covered areas including mformatlonci((;?a intk?e %itzorsn:ingaizgﬁnofc;ou ce
retrieval, semantic metadata (with oy ho

much mention of RDF) and user jit 00" el e ity
interface issues. y

Initiatives

In Wilensky's proposed model,
wever, the emphasis is much more
on collaboration, with everyone
interacting through some central
Please note that the following _ _ repository or Iibrary_. In addition to the
discussion is very much a personal Abramatlc also (_jlscuss_ed some oftechnology required to support
impression of the conference andthe issues surrou_ndmg the mtroductlon:ollaboratlon and access to non-textual
should not be taken as a definitive Orof XML_, in partlculgr the idea t_hat docgments,economic analysis’ss.
complete summary of the events. XML brings modulanzat_lon, allowing required to understand how everything
browsers to choose which parts of thdfits together. In addition test cases and
General impressions specification they will understand andprototypes are needed.
d display. He provided a demonstration
of Digital Libraries, | was keen to of this, using the examp_le_ofa rmb”eof technology known amultivalent
attend the conference in order to get Qhone which has very limited display

2 babilities. Althouah the separation ofdocuments. This adds a framework
feel for the state of the art and the®@PaPIUIES. ug parall which allows the description of

. : ontent from presentation in XML is a . .
current issues. | was also seeking aﬁood thin ifpit allows browsers to behaviours of documents along with
answer to the question "what digital 9 9 layers that can extend their

interesting papers, | ultimately felt ’ conducive to developing a digital
somewhat unsatisfied with the

differs from, say, a traditional MVC .
library-centric  browser. He
conference and found the questio

rﬁpproach_wh_ere the data may b%emonstrated the idea using a browser
remained unanswered. This is not tooresented in different ways. which added OCR functionality to a
say that the meeting was notusefuland The second keynote address waslocument which was actually stored as
educational, but | occasionally foundgiven by Robert Wilensky from the ascanned gif. This allowed the browser
myself wondering "where's thardbit  University of California, Berkeley who to search the document (by searching
in all this?". This may of course be myspoke onRe-Inventing Scholarly the results of the OCR analysis), giving
own misunderstanding of the Information Dissemination and Use the impression that the document was
fundamental problems of the field, butThere is a need to rethink thesimply text. Along with that, semantic
in a couple of cases, it seemed likeinformation "lifecycle", particularly in lenses were used which could combine
existing solutions to problems werethe light of the increase of non-textualthat OCR functionality with

As a relative newcomer to the fiel He also described a particular piece
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magnification etc. Annotation such agentire caption, first sentence, only thepas difficulties in differentiation

editors markup could also be added}ouns and used a technique callethetween a photograph and its

The document could then be saved a&ensity estimation. This relies on theregyrrogates.

an XML description which records Peing only two categories, and involves

things like where the documentcomputing an indoor/outdoor score, ;

originally came from, along with the then using the images with similar discussed the MESL project image

layers that sit on top of it. By Scores to then determine the indoor/and Metadata Distribution at Seven

associating the behaviours with th@utdoor status. University CampusesThe MESL
project is a large scale project that

documents, the browser used akind of - yyst over halfimages were used forgistributes images and metadata from
"plug-in" architecture which meantthattraming' of which 30% where indoor, 7 museums to a collection of
context dependent menus wouldyog, were outdoor. The system thenyniversities. Each university then
appear allowing access to the bits Ofrieq determine the indoor/outdoor jmplements its own system on top of
functionality. The current status of theirstatys of the remaining images andinjs allowing access and retrieval. A
implementation is that they haveresylts were compared with thosetypical implementation has a quéry
behaviours implemented for OCR a”‘broduced by the human categorizers gpswered with a collection of
HTML. There was also a shortthey reported various statistics on thymbnails and/or textual descriptions
demonstration of their blobworld performance, the final analysis beingThey compared the various Uls
system - a state of the art content basgflat the first sentence was generallyidentical data sets but different
image re.trleval engine. This dldn'tpretty important, normalization of the gelivery mechanisms) for things like
seem to fit so well with the rest of thetr+pF vectors was good, and the presentation and layout, search options
talk, but was an opportunity to plugdensity estimation worked well. There jmage display and so on, and evaluated
some fun research! was also some discussion of using thghe costs. They found that digital

The multivalent documents andnumber of people in the picture as angjstribution was good for individual
layering described by Wilensky in the€xtra help to determining the indoor/ ysage, but problematic when you tried
talk seem very close to notions in opeutdoor status, although this is of tg 4o things like group viewing, partly
hypermedia (cf. Yndigegn's paper a§ourse a strategy that's specific to theyecause of issues concerned with
discussed below). domain. projection and quality.

Image access InMetadata for Photographs: from  There has to be sufficient critical

Digital Libraries to Multimedia mass in terms of users and available
Carl Sable of Columbia At ; . )
Applications Anne-Marie Vercoustre  material to encourage conversion to the

University, presented a paper ®xt-  grom |NRIA discussed some of the digital media. There must also be
Based Approaches for Categorizationgges in moving from a digital library transparent i.ntegration with local
of ImagesThis described a systemyg 5 cp-ROM about French rural content. The usual problems with
which attempts to categorize imageg,qses. Various layers of Conte”theterog.eneity meant that the
based on descriptions, In particUlagescription were required: object/ integration of the metadata was more
using high-level, non-topic conceptsg hiect: name, location, description; of 4 problem than anything to do with
In this case whether images were Ofyigina| photo: title, author, etc; digital ihe images.

indoor or outdoo_r scenes. Thgy too'bhoto: title, author, format (e.g. jpg), _ '
21,000 news postings, from which they,;, o atc. Audio and video

extracted 1675 image/caption pairs. 14 L .
volunteers categorized the images and The production of the CD made use " Audiovisual Cultural Heritage

where shown either the images©f XML descriptions which were then Gwendal Auffret, described work on
captions or both and were asked téransformed automatically using video broadcast archives at INA. In
determine whether they were indoor ofémplates into HTML. The talk was France, AV material is now considered
outdoor pictures. About 80% of themore about schema issues i.e. what t&" important part of their cultural
images were assigned as definitéecord rather thamow one would heritage. There's a need to search and
indoor/outdoor, the others had differing€Present content. For example, the/étrieve over broadcast archives for
opiniions. Dublin Core allows the description of French television. However, the

_ _ _ Date or Format, but in this particular @chives store more than just images
Their analysis used variouscase the Date could be either the dat@nd sound, as the documents have

parameters, looking at parts of speechy e original photograph or the date SOMme intensional structure which may,
density estimation and used TF*IDFi 4t the digitization or scanning took for example, be recorded in the form
categorization. They also variedp|ace - it's dependent on context. Theof production notes. Their desire is to
whether the analysis looked at thgye g good for simple metadata, but Move from an simple audiovisual

repository to a digital library, changing

Howard Besser from UCLA

Informer Vol 9 Autumn 1999



the job from archivist to multimedia

publisher A musical database was the subjecdiscovery in a distributed environment,

of Music Structure Analysis and its and the use of query mediators. An
There are three new challengesApplication to Theme Phrase Indexeris a search engine, and their
encoding; delivering and navigating Extraction presented byAtsuhiro  basic architecture involves a query
around the library and it's the third of Takasu from the National Center for mediator sitting inbetween a User
these that they're currently interestedScience Information Systems in Japaninterface and a collection of search
in. They intend to use metadata and’he database contained musicaengines. The mediator chooses which
documentation to aid the navigation.phrases in MIDI form. Users can playindexers should be used and adaptively
Control of the metadata leads to controbr sing a phrase, and the system usggacts to operational conditions, e.g.
of the generation of material. There isfeature analysis and matching to findmachines and services which may be
a requirement for new formats andresults. Various features like pitch,down. The collection service holds
tools for metadata for AV resources -duration of notes, velocity and so oninformation about the collections
standardization must be addressed. were used to match phrases. Thavhich are available. The key question
system seemed like it might be a littleis: Given a query, where do | go to
biased towards Western-style popanswer it?
Indexing, Browsing, Search andvrcrl::'rzash'rt;szesd rtesis;o tr):ffr_]q '?}egt'?' Selection critieria are based on
P started and finished. 'Berformance, cost, content, licensing

Retrieval System for Audiovisual addition it wasn't clear ho ell the
Libraries. This described an W W issues etc. Their current research

application which aids in the 2’3;?2?:\;?lﬂ?dfﬁrg\rgvgh;;fﬁedhvr\ggfocuses on performance, e.g. selecting
generation of Dublin Core basedStructure piep ‘?nd_exers that can provide a rapid and
metadata for videos. Their objectives ' reliable response. On average, they
are to: use metadata to generate onlineformation retrieval found that query managers spent 50%
visual summaries; increase the usage of their time waiting for indexers to
of the library; represent DC and video- respond. They applied Prediction
specific metadata in RDF; and Methods which attempt to determine
automate links to related resources. what the performance might be. These
use metrics like: Running Average of

Jane Hunter from CITEC in
Australia gave a paper entitlekh

Claudio Carpineto from
Fondazione Ugo Bordoni in Rome
presentedEffectiveness of Keyword-
Based Display and Selection of
\ﬁde_o metadata can include non-Retrieval Results for Interact_we all the accesses; Single Last
textual information such as keyframesSearches Current problems with . :
and there are problems with automatigesults display are that documents aré)bservatlon and LOW. Pa_ss F|_Iters,
. ) : Where the recent behaviour is weighted
indexing. For example, scene changg@resented one at a time, and th?nore heavily
detection can work ok, but it tends torelationship between the document '
pick up the first frame of each sceneyelevance and the query can be The experiments where for a
which may not be the best in terms ofobscured. Their idea is to produce arsingle indexer w.r.t. one Query
acuracy or aesthetics. Closed captiomnsophisticated display, with efficient Manager. Two measurements are kept.
decoders can be used, but (obviouslylgorithms which would scale. They Availability - will the indexer respond
require that the material has beeruse the notion of a view which is awithin a given timeResponse Time
captioned. There can also be problemsubset of documents containing af it will respond, how quickly will it
with formats and standardization with certain subset of terms. These views argnswer the question. Results suggested
such things. Bibliographic data is shown using a bar chart display thathat single last observation worked well
useful, but requires human input. indicates the number of documents irfor availability, while a running
: each view. A prototype of the systemaverage was good for response time.
con-g?rez;/inar%ﬁg:ga?:':uss?zgmﬁzItDOFcan be seen http://www.fub.it/viewer Qverall, predictipn didn't seem to
<chemas. The Dublin Core is used fo;l'hey_ performed a cou_ple of improve much w!th the laddmon of
the top level descriptions, and at th experiments, comparing their systenpompllcated algorithms (like low pass
lower level, they use MPéG-? as thi;atoAIta\ﬁsta. The conclusions were thatfilters). A remarlf from th.e flopr
is more aépropriate A tool allows the gpproac_h helpeq the users bysugge.stedl pursing ."ant|-500|al"
) (fdlowmg easier selection of relevantstrategies, i.e. just asking all sources

scene and keyfra_me selection aNGosults. and then waiting for the first one to
produces RDF which can then build come back

summary pages for the library. They InPredicting Indexer Performance
are also interested in the possibility ofin a Distributed Digital Library User adaptation
automating schema translationsNaomi Dushayof Cornell University

. The results of an experiment were
between DC and MPEG-7. discussed the problems of resource P
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reported byYin Leng Theng of needs - most sources and searches deRDF schema. This is done by mapping
Middlesex University inDesign only with short-term needs, while long- concepts to RDF classes, roles to RDF
Guidelines and User-Centred Digital term needs are simulated througtproperties, then mapping the concept
Libraries. The objectives were to: repeated queries. thesaurus terms to classes and adding
investigate useful design factors; a subclass relation from the root of the

. : User profiles can help to record
investigate the effects of the lack Ofwhat has to be gathered and how it isconcept thesaurus to the concept class.
those features and produce som

S %o be delivered. Their approach usesthe Steps 2 and 3 are effectively
guidelines. P3P (Platform for Privacy Preferences)mechanical translations, while step 1

The experiment involved taking 10 which is a W3C standard for useris the interesting stage which involves
CS staff and students and getting thenprofile information. The goal of the thought and effort from human beings.
to perform two tasks on three samplesystem is to automatically alert the usefhe ideas have yet to be fully
libraries. The tasks were browsing, orwhen something new (and appropriate)mplemented although a prototype is
navigation without a specific goal or appears in the sources. They describednderway which loads RDF
purpose and searching for a particulapossible pull and push architectures descriptions into Q Future work
document. The subjects then answereth the pull case, the profile is used toincludes the incorporation of other
40 questions. The design features of thgenerate a query for the retrievalrelationships (synonyms, partonomy
libraries were divided into nine engine, in the push case, the additiortc), the addition of a thesaurus query
categories including things like screenof any new documents leads to danguage. Work is planned into
display, navigation and so on. Thesamatching against existing profiles.  providing tools for specifying
were rated by the subjects using 7-poin connections and creating concept
scale. thesauri - vital if the approach is to

Irini Fundulaki of INRIA succeed.
presentedntegrating Ontologies and
Thesauri to Build RDF SChemas'Material - Supporting Users with

! Metadataschemas allow us to expres . . .
where they'd been etc) andsemantics within a given domain insTypgd'Lmks in Open Hypermedia
Christian Yndigegn from Aarhus

customization. To c_opnteractthls,t.heyterms of elements and semantic . L

suggest the addition of web-like . . . provided a description and

features e document headersrelatlonsmps' However, creation Ofdemonstration of a system that uses an
-9 these schemas is difficult. The solution Y

hypertext links etc.. There was alsoproposed here is to try and integrateOpen hypermedia framework to
mention of the principle of Equal

. existing components. They draw theSUpport access to a digital library. They
Opportunity - outputs should be ; U want to support users who are working
available for use as inputs with orfollowmg distinctions between an with diverse information sources, who
without modification i ontology and a thesaurus. Ontology: ama be collaborating and usin s,everal

' structural shareable view ofa ylications Theg intend%o add
This was interesting, but the information, for example CDOC/ st?tﬁ)cture on to. ofe>)</istin documents
experiment seems far too small to bdCOM for the cultural domain. and the demopused a sgenario wher,e
able to claim any meaningful results. Thesaurus a deep and detailed

As a question from the floor pointed classification scheme, e.g. AAT. t.WO teachgrs preparing a course added
links to things showing that they were
out, they had two tasks and three . . . ; -
X . . : Ontologies provide structure butrequired reading etc. It didn't seem
libraries and only 10 subjects, which o ) . .
. ) - T not classification. Thesauri provide however, that there was anything
provides little statistical significance. - . . S
The paper and presentation also aVgtructure but no explicit constraints orparticular to digital libraries here, other
pap P 9 relationships. So, the solution is tothan perhaps the choice of link types -

guantitative analyses about "%. . o :
satisfaction” (based on the 7_poimlntegrate ontologies and thesauri. Thidt's simply standard open hypermedia

ratings) which is questionable. follows a three step process. w_hgre 'Fhe content happens to sit in a
digital library.

f(nowledge sharing

Two areas were identified as being
important, navigation (subjects got lost
and weren't sure where they were

In Dynamic Use of Digital Library

Users have both short-term (e.g 1. Connect thesaurus terms to
who won the match on Saturday) andontology concepts2. Extract a so- Modelling and accessibility

: . “called concept thesaurus structure for
long-term (e.g. an interest in

Information Retrieval) information each concept. This is produced byUn
. ) taking all the terms labelled with a . PR

needs. InUser Profile Modelling and . . Declarative Specification of 239.50
. e - . . concept or any of its children, and the . o :
its Application to Digital Libraries . o . rappers Using Description Logics

. adding generalization relations from . .
Umberto Stracciaof CNR addressed s paper describing a proposal for dealing

. the original thesauru8. Generate an ' . S

the problems of meeting long-term with access to distributed and

Yannis Velegrakis from the
iversity of Toronto presented
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heterogeneous sources. Z39.50 (ak/niversity of Manchester with interests

ANSI standard) describes protocols forin Knowledge Representation and it$

information exchange. It provides ause in Semantic Metadata. He was ab
collection of standard messages an¢o attend the conference through th
formats, a view of the world as a flataward of an ERCIM fellowship, for
vocabulary of fields (known as Accesswhich he is grateful.

Points), and a collection of primitives

allowing the expression of queries in

the form of field-value pairs. In order

to deal with the Z39.50, a server needs

to map from the Z239.50 query to the

underlying representation, i.e. provide
wrappers.

Jason Farradane

Their idea is to use a Description
Logic (DL) layer between the Z39.50 Award
guery and the data source. The source
is modelled using the DL, with the  The Jason Farradane Award is
Access Points described using concegtresented annually to one or morg
descriptions. The wrappers can then biedividuals for an outstanding recent
checked for quality through the use otontribution within the information
the DL reasoning services, in particulafield. The 1999 award was made td
consistency checking can be achievelichael Keen, who, until his recent
through satisfiability tests on theretirement, was Reader in Informatiorn
logical descriptions. There was soméscience at the University of Wales,
discussion of how to deal with theAberystwyth. Michael is a Fellow of
mismatch between the models foboth the Institute of Information
query in DL and Z39.50. The Scientists and the Library Association
translation has to introduce what theyand a member of the Information
pathexpressiont take care of this and Retrieval Specialist Group of the
ensure that the DL query correspondBritish Computer Society. He has
to the original query. made significant contributions to
research and practice in informatior

Although this is an interesting Idea’retrieval over the past thirty six years

the system is yet to be fully
implemented. So far, they have Afterworkingin public and special
simulated the use of the DL inlibraries Michael joined the celebrated
wrapping the SIS System and aré€ranfield research team in 1963
currently evaluating which DL systemmigrated to Cornell University where
will be used for a full implementation. he worked with Gerard Salton on

. ground-breaking techniques in
gavl\él|;hpzielg.ogl:£?gggg‘o'\éf£g experimental information retrieval,
Dumb Archivesan ar;:hitecture which’ bgforg settl_mg at the then College o
suggests moving functionality from thelerananshlp Wales, Aberystwyth.
archives to the objects themselves, His research and teaching havs
encapsulated in objects which areovered most aspects of informatior
known as buckets. It wasn't clear to méetrieval, but with special contributions
how this differed from a standard OQin indexing, vocabulary control,
viewpoint, and whether the architecturesearching, printed index design, tex
was providing anything more thanretrieval software evaluation and
what could be achieved through the uskboratory evaluation test methods
of, say, CORBA. His high standing in the information

. . retrieval communi nderpinn
The author is a Researcher in th<1a,Et evaico unity, underpinned by 3

: ine publication record, was reflected
Information Management Group of the b

e

11%

. in the Readership conferred on him b
Department of Computer Science at th?ne University of?NaIes Aberystwyth.‘

Michael's latest research
embraces interactive ranked
retrieval systems.Awarded a grant
by the British Library he undertook
the design of an interactive system
which offers multiple match
methods. Typically, he subjected the
work to careful evaluation, the
published results representing a
further valuable contribution to the
literature ofinformation retrieval and
the discipline of information
science.

Book review

Predictive Data Mining: A
Practical Guide Sholom M.Weiss
and Nitin Indurkhya.

Morgan Kaufmann. 1998. ISBN 1-
55860-403-0. £30.95. 228p.
Softbound.

This book should be on the list
of recommended reading for
anybody considering embarking on
a data mining project that involves
a predictive task. Within the book,
predictive data mining is viewed as
learning decision criteria for
assigning labels to new unlabelled
cases. It focuses on problems such
as classification, regression and time
series analysis.

The book is clear and concise,
and it should be understandable and
useful to the more experienced data
miner and novice alike. Moreover,
the amount of ground covered is
considerable for a volume of this
size; sufficient breadth of coverage
is given for the book to be suitable
for reference purposes. A wealth of
sound advice is given throughout,
with useful and practical
information being provided
regarding the approaches to follow
and pitfalls to avoid.

A good presentation of statistical
evaluation techniques is given,
including the classical hypothesis
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testing model and how it can be usedComponent Analysis, which has beergditing and combination is also given.
to compare the predictive performancevidely used and proven to be Tpe penultimate part of the book is
of different prediction methods. successful for many applications, isconcerned with putting the described
Measures of performance for bothalso explained. A variety of teCh”iqueSapproaches into practice using a range
classification and regression tasks aréor reducing and smoothing values areyf case studies. The authors assess how
discussed, as is the random samplindiscussed; these range from simpl&yeq| different data reduction techniques
procedure that may be used inrounding operations to more complexyork in combination with the different
conjunction with these measures toclustering operations, which try to prediction methods. The assessment is
produce accurate projections of theminimise the average distance ofyz5ed on the evaluation methods
future. There is also some discussiorvalues in a bin from its mean, to those;gyered in the book, including the
of the potential pitfalls of evaluation, which take account of the value of thesignificance testing on relative errors
such as the introduction of bias througtclass, so that values of the same class yarious experiments. Based on the
too much testing, or the evaluation ofare clustered together as far as possiblgagits, some advice is given regarding
incomplete solutions on test data. TheCase reduction is considered in th&yhich data reduction techniques work
discussion of evaluation is put into thecontext of different problems such asye|| in combination with particular
context of large amounts of data, whichmulticlass classification, regressionprediction methods. For example, some
is what data mining is all about, andand low-prevalence classification. interesting conclusions are presented
guidelines and reassurances are giveApproaches such as using a singlgych as the non-essentiality of feature
for the correct induction and evaluationsample, incremental sampling andeeqyction for most logic methods, and
of prediction models. average samples are described. Thgs effectiveness for maths and nearest

A simple model for the data is L“.t“re pe(;f‘f”m;”"e of aths‘;'““‘t’”k_isneighbour approaches. The methods
described which allows all prediction 2'>CUSSed for these methods, 1akiNghemselves are then compared, and the

methods to operate from the samémo consideration issues such as thgge of multiple solutions through

basis. Extensive advice is given on howgOMPlexity of the solution and how that hagging and arcing is investigated.

to transform data so that it fits into this "2 affect the expected error rate on -~ _ Ilv. diff f
simple model, for example by "W cases. Data_rt_educnon may _be Ema_y, merent ypes o common
ple ’ amp Y essential in data mining due to the sizéPPplications such as outcome analysis,
normalising and smoothing the data. " . = picn may be too large fortransaction processing and text mining
S;nsoc?itglef:jg ir?ptiftlli(:grsaifen%tu?f;ergsome prediction problems, and is als@' discussed. For each application, all
reported within this book tc,) have a?mportant bec_ause the time taken téhelphzseih{)f :ﬁargmi f_rorln anta
positive impact on the posteriorm.duce so_lut_|(_)ns may _be redupedggf:aorfe ::;t-lonn rfd gtc-’o;] ”r]nCozeﬁ?g
learning exercise, making this is opVithout a significant loss in predictive preparation, reduction, Ing
’ performance; this aspect of the book j@nd prediction, are discussed, and

impo'rta.nt contributilon. The treatme.ntimportant and well covered practical advice tailored to each
of missing values is somewhat brief '

o=l ] e application is given
considering that this often a significant ~ The book then presents some of the . ) )
problem in data mining. Time serieslearning techniques in a clear and This book certainly offers a high
and text data are also studied, and someoncise manner. The chosenduality presentation of predictive data
transformations that can be applied tresentation is to divide the techniquednining. A minor criticism would be
convert them into the simple model areinto maths, distance and logicthat some of the terms employed have
explained. The task of time series orsolutions. Maths solutions include & different meaning to those which are
text data mining can be quite dauntinginear models, neural networks andcommonly used within the data mining
given the complexity of the data formatadvanced statistical methods forlitérature; however, this is not
and its divergence from the standardregression. Distance solutions includeSUrPrising, since little standardisation
format accepted by most learningnearest neighbour algorithms. LogicOf vocabulary has taken place in the
algorithms, so the presented advicesolutions include decision tree and rul<DD ~ community. A more
regarding how such data should bénduction techniques. For all thesecomprehensive index would make the
transformed is very helpful. methods, advice regarding the requiredploﬁk mr(])rtre].ac.:cessmle as a reference,
i i although this is not a major criticism,
Data reduction techniques aregSOlutlon _represertation, d{j-ltasince we would expect the index to be
: L reparation and dimensionality p
discussed and classified as those tha} : . = in keeping with the relatively small siz
reduction, together with the complexity ' K€eping e relatively small size
reduce the number of features, cases ’

. ; of solutions is given; an overall Of the book.
or values in a feature. Various feature 9

reduction methods are reviewed,ﬁzsesserzelr‘;r?;fgfh m?goig‘iltﬁir;nss of ‘B.de lalglesia and J.C.W.Debuse,
including some that operate by p y p » University of East Anglia

. S performance and suitability for
assessing features individually anddifferent tasks is also presented. The Informer  gratefully

those that examine subsets of featureé . . k ledge3he C ter J |
. : e overage of solution explanation, &cknowleagedhe Computer Journa
collectively. The technique of Principal 9 P for allowing us to reprint this review.
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Recent awal o ————

Concept-based Interactive Query based on relevance feedback. A majoscaling models, associative networks,
Expansion Support Tool emphasis is to include userand self-organised feature maps. The

(CIQUEST) participation in all the elements underresearch_wil.l analyse both quantitative
Duration of grant: October 1999 to investigation and to take full accountand qualitative data regarding changes
September 2002 of user searching behaviour as well agh users’ search strategies and their

retrieval effectiveness in the approactPerformance across a range of visual
to evaluation. By operating on information retrieval interfaces. The
retrieved documents the concept tooProject will build a testbed for
can be regarded as a front end to gubsequent experimental studies which
search engine and will be tested orWvillinclude a number of data sets, such
documents retrieved by different Webas the entire ACM Hypertext

engines as well as ranking system&onference proceedings and a sub-set
such as Okapi and Inquery. It isof the TREC document collection. The

The project will investigate a anticipated that the project will also project will encompass three
concept-based approach to provideontribute to the evaluation €xperimental studies with
user support for query formulation andmethodology for interactive systemsrepresentative spatial-semantic
reformulation in searching large-scaleand in particular to the design of interfaces:

Contact: Professor Micheline
Beaulieu, The University of Sheffield,
Department of Information Studies,
Western Bank, Sheffield S10 2TN.
m.beaulieu@sheffield.ac.ukVYWW:
http://ww.shef.ac.uk/uni/academic/I-
M/is/home.html

textual resources such as those of thiateractive experiments. multidimensional scaling models,
World Wide Web. Given that users associative networks, and
generate broad and brief queries and self-organised feature maps.

then encounter difficulties in refining Eﬁgcts ?f sfpatlalt—_sematnt I |n|tt={:rr]faces
initial queries on the basis of items!N ViSual Information retrieval. three

retrieved, the proposal is to exploreexperimental studies A multi-disciplinary framework for

methods for the automatic generatiorPuration of grant: October 1999 to Lhne evaluation of Internet search
and organisation of concept structures>eptember 2001 gines
derived from retrieved documents. Contact: Dr Chaomei Chen, Duration of grant: October 1999 -
Department of Information Systemsieptembersoolo: Jon

- nd Computing, Brunel University, Contact: Dr Frances Johnson,
T i axbridge  UBS apH. Depariment of Information and
hierarchical menus which offers achaomel.chen@brunel.ac.uk. Communications, Geoffrey Manton

highly compressed and http://www.brunel.ac.uk/~cssrccc2/ Building, Rosamond Street West,

. ) Manchester, M15 6LL.
comprehensible overview of the  pegpite the proliferation of fjohnson@mmu.ac.ukVWW: http://
underlying documents. The focus will ;

: . nformation visualisation techniques inwww.mmu.ac.uk/h-ss/dic/people/
be on improving the conceptihe design of visual information fcjhome.htm

identification process, based on COyetrieval systems, little is known about The aim of this Proiect is to devel
occurrence information by applying e effects of these techniques on users' ' ¢ &M OINIS FTOJECLIS to develop

information extraction utilities and will ggarch strategies and on thei framework for the evaluation of
also seek to widen the range of conceRberformance in information retrieval, "€"net Search Engines (ISEs) based
relationships through various text gy rthermore, it is not known whether " & Multi-disciplinary approach with
analysis techniques. The validation andpere is a significant interaction & SIr0Ng émphasis on user-centred
effective visualisation of the generatedyatyyeen  a particular  visual perspectives. The Intention Is to
concept structures will be a prime representation and a range of cognitivé ©V/de a contextual characterisation -
concern. A user interface will be built gpjjities of individual users. Answers '"¢0TPorating users and their
to incorporate the display andq, these questions will have profoundnformation searching tasks - for the
navigation of the concept structures tqmpjications for the design and use ofcOTParative evaluation of ISE features.
support interactive query expansionintormation retrieval systems. It is proposed that user-centred
(IQE). It is envisaged that the concept evaluative methodologies developed
tool will assist searchers in selecting The proposed research aims tdor information retrieval systems and
relevant documents as well as selectin§jivestigate the effects of some of thein other contexts will be adapted to give
potential terms for query expansion. Itmost influential spatial-semantic a multi-dimensional matrix to structure
could thus serve as a viable alternativénterfaces for information retrieval. the assessment of features and

or complementary approach to IQENOtable examples of such interfacesperformance, attributes and task.
include cone trees, multidimensional

The work will further develop a
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The framework developed andretrieval system. demands expert knowledge and
tested in this project will be presented . . ) thesaural support. This analysis will
as a toolkit incorporating: This feasibility study aims 10 jytorm 4 view on the role, if any, which

a taxonomy of ISE system design; €stablish whether synchronisation i, et hased image retrieval

lists of individual and task variations; 96neral and SMIL (Synchronized o -pniques might play, for example in

a methodology for capturing and Multimedia Integration Language) - 5 hey preed of hybrid retrieval system,
analysing user evaluation developed to achieve synchronisationy 5)eyiating some of the dependency
statements which relate to the®n the Web - offers a potential o, etadata content implied by the
identified quality dimensions of the contribution to multimedia retrieval. 51,46 areas of enquiry.

system; and Investigations will focus on the

both quantitative and qualitative information content of each
analysis techniques.

The analysis of client information
L X needs will be undertaken in the South
contributing medium and whether by g5 Film & Video Archive (SEFVA),

Itis intended that the resulting user-12King cross-media, synchronised, pic |ocates, collects, preserves and
centred methodology for ISE Snapshots’ a series of retrieval cluegomqtes films and videotapes made
evaluation should provide system€an be builtupinto apowerfulretrieval;, 5o th East England. This archive

designers with a focus for the Methodology. will also provide the primary research

development of search features which tool for a complementary, client

meet both the expectations and the follow-up evaluation of current

information search behaviour of theirVIRAMI: Visual Information indexing and retrieval strategies in a

end-users. Retrieval for Archival Moving  representative moving image archive.
Imagery

Retrieving multimedia objects: an Duration of grant: October 1999 - |mage indexing and retrieval in the

approach through synchronisation ~ September 2001 compressed domain

Duration of grant: October 1999 - Contact: Dr Peter Enser, School of Duration of grant: November 1999 -

March 2000 Information Management, Watts Qctober 2002

Contact: Professor Peter Brophy, Building, Moulsecoomb, Brighton, cqnact: professor Jianmin Jiang,
CERLIM, Manchester Metropolitan BN2 4GJ. P.G.B.Enser@bton.ac.uk.gcpao| of Computing, University of
University, Geoffrey Manton Building, WWW:http://www.it.bton.ac.uk/ Gjamorgan, Pontypridd, CF37 1DL.
Rosamond Street West, Manchesteffesearch/im.htm jiiang@glam.ac.uk WWW: http://
M15 6LL. Producers, curators and consumer&ww.comp.glam.ac.uk/pages/staff/
p.brophy@mmu.ac.ulyWW: http:// of moving-image heritage material arejjiang/
WWW.mmu.aC.uk/h—ss/dic/people/Cha”engecj by the COStIy and Data Compression is used to save
pbhome.htm problematic compilation of metadatacomputerstorage space but also, more
in support of their collections, and by ju, o tantly, can be used to improve the
the opportunities to migrate from theef'ficiency of information retrieval and

human-mediated to the Comp“ter'processing, since unnecessary

of images, audio and video is more : P
problematic.  For  example mediated communication reqyndancy has been removed in the
' ' environment.

considerable work is in progress into compressed data. However, current
the retrieval of images which do not  In this project a systematic analysisimage information systems store
have text descriptions (or where textof clientinformation needs for moving original images as pixel data. As the
descriptions are deemed inadequatdinagery will reveal (a) whether there amount of storage required increases,
using automatic recognition of shape exists the same emphasis on uniquelglata compression becomes essential. In
texture, contrast, etc. defined and named visual features asuch cases, the only possible way of
) . . has been found to be the case fousing data compression to reduce the
Multimedia (for example, objects ;o) still imagery; and (b) whether Size of the database is to compress the
which structure and inter-link video, yq ¢ i 5 significant pre-iconographicpopulation of images separately after
audio, text, graphics and still |mag¢s)query content which, in seeking toeach original image is analysed and
could be even more prOb_lemat'C'recoverimageswhich depict aspects ofndexed. Decompression is then
However, if it is possible to interpret ¢ o heritage (e.qg. fashion, domestigequired before any automatic retrieval

thedc_expllf:;:_ syEchrg_msatl_on hOf tlzeseappliances, industrial processes)can be performed.
media within the object, it should be;, oy e layers of specialised

possible to enhance capabilities of %rminology, the specificity of which

While text-based retrieval is
relatively well advanced, the retrieval

This project will investigate a
number of original ideas to develop an
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IRSG 2000

format (ttp:/mww.ewic.org.uk/ewiy Papers will be published in the draft

IRSG2000 Authors are encouraged to submitProceedings which will be circulated
papers in this format. to all delegates during the Colloquium.

2nd Annual Colloquium on IR . . . .
Research. The submission should include two  Final papers will be published in

PostScript copies of the paper: one fulfh®  Electronic  Workshops in

5-7 April, 2000. Sidney Sussex 0y copy and one anonymous. BotHoomputing (Springer-Verlaghttp://
College, Cambridge files should be submitted by Www.ewic.org.uk/ewicl.

This annual colloquium on information anonymous ftp tdtp.scms.rgu.ac.uk Contacts
retrieval research provides anunder the/pub/incoming/irsg2000 i
opportunity for both new and directory. The file names should reflect _ 'fyou have any queries or problems
established researchers to preserthe title of the paper but the anonymoug©Nceming submitting a paper, please
papers describing work in progress orcopy should have the prefix "anon",contact: Dr. Ayse Goke_r, SCh9°| of
final results. (To protect author privacy it will not COmputer and Mathematical Sciences,
. . _ be possible to list files in this directory). 1h€ Robert Gordon University, St.
Topics of interest include (but are not Andrew Street, Aberdeen AB25 1HG,
limited to): For the anonymous copy, the firstscotland, UK. Tel: +44 (0) 1224-
:- Evaluation and testing of page mustcontain the title of the papepe2713. Fax: +44 (0) 1224-262727.
information retrieval systems and abstract, but no indication aboutemail: asga@scms.rgu.ac.uk

:- Information retrieval and the Web the author(s) and affiliation(s).
- Hypermedia/Multimedia indexing In addition, authors must send an

and retrieval _ email message to
- In_forr_natlon_retrleval from non-text irsg2000@scms.rgu.ac.uk containing contd from page 11

media (including spoken document,y,q e of the paper, the name of the image indexing and compression

image/video retrieval) _ file that has been submitted, the authorajgorithm through which automatic
- Voice processing and retrieval - nae(s), and the author affiliation(s), image retrieval can be directly operated
- Logic and information retrieval )5 complete contact information in the compressed data domain without
- User interfaces for information (iajjing address, telephone, fax and €-any decompression being involved. In

retrieval ;
. o . mail) for the author to whom other words, data compression is
:- User interaction in information T : .
retrieval correspondence should be sent. embedded inside the indexing and
:- Information retrieval in library ~ Any queries regarding submission retrieval algorithm and hence
systems should be sent to: concealed from end users. This
:- Networked information retrieval asga@scms.rgu.ac.uk afpiroach would POt only fave tt.h(.a cost
. ; ; : of storage space for an automatic image
:- Database and information retrieval ; . . .
integration Further details indexing and retrieval system, but
- Data mining and information For further details regarding traVeI, WOUId aISO Improve its eﬁl(:lency in
extraction programme of events etc. shep:// terms of search speed, retrieval
- Natural language processing forWWW.soi.city.ac.uk/~andym/ accuracy and convenience of use.
information retrieval collog2000/cfp.html An image database will be
:- Knowledge-based information jmportant dates constructed to provide a research
retrieval_ _ _ _ Paper submission:10 December platform and algorithms will be
:- Intelligent information retrieval 1999 ' developed for image indexing using
;- Commercial applications of o _ multiple keys in the compressed data
information retrieval systems Notification of acceptance:10  gomain. The effectiveness, efficiency
Submissions February 2000. and usability of the system will be
Final copy due:10 March 2000. evaluated.

Authors are required to submit their
paper, in English, by 10 December
1999. Papers should contain at most All papers will be refereed.
7500 words and be double-spaced. Theollowing notification of acceptance,
abstract should not exceed 100 wordsauthors of selected papers will have

. . S until 10 March 2000 to make revisions
Final papers will be required in the .

Electronic Workshops in Computing in the light of referees’ comments.

Publication These projects have been supported
by the Library and Information
Commission through its Information
Retrieval research programnietp://
www.lic.gov.uk/awards/ir-curpj.html
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The Usable Past: Historical Perspectives on Digitql
Culture

The University of lowa Obermann Center for Advanced Studies announces Obermann Fellowships for thegSummer
2000 Research Seminar

This interdisciplinary research seminar will address issues of digital culture by examining histories of tH social
integration of previous new technologies and linking them to present conditions. Precedents for our owf digital
concerns might be found in technologies as recent as 30 or 100 years ago or as distant as the Industrial Revolution
and the Enlightenment, the invention of movable type and the Renaissance, or the invention of paper andiClassical
Antiquity.

Adistinctive focus on four inter-related fields of knowledge will provide important touchstones: (1) audiojvisual
cultures' challenges or resistance to print, (2) cultures and politics of new information technologies, (3) pdrception
and human experience, (4) the metaphysics of appearances and artifice. By focusing on historical mogels, each
seminar participant will be able to contribute reflections on technology, ideology, and culture - past and pigsent.

Scholars from all fields - history, English, American studies, communication studies, political science,jart and
architecture history, cinema and media studies, sociology, philosophy, business, engineering,the sciences - jre invited

to apply.

Applicants must hold a Ph.D. or comparable professional degree and should be ready to produce original, greviously
unpublished work for publication in a volume and to participate in lively,fast-paced sessions on readings, irfividual
papers, visitors' lectures, and special events.

Participants will be chosen in part to provide sufficient range for a published collection of essays. Some felfpwships
are reserved for University of lowa scholars.
Director: Lauren Rabinovitz, Professor, American Studies and Film Studies.
Time: June 12-29, 200®lace The University of lowa Obermann Center for Advanced Studies, lowa City, pwa.
Fellowships Ten fellows to be selected. $2,700 stipends, plus $500 for travel/housing expenses for visitof.
Services Offices, personal computers, internet access, library service,technical support, copying, meetingfrooms.

Objectives Discussion of readings, submitted papers, and presentations by keynote speakers. Revisign of the
papers for a published book.

Deadline January 26, 2000, including CV and a paper or prospectus.
Notification by late February.

Funded by the C. Esco and Avalon L. Obermann Fund and by the Office of the Vice President for Resgarch.

Address inquiries to: Jay Semel, Director (jay-semel@uiowa.edu), Obermann Center for Advanced tudies,
N134 Oakdale Hall, The University of lowa, lowa City, IA 52242-5000

-
The INFORMER

Thelnformeris published quarterly by the British Computer Society Information Retrieval Specialist Group.

Editorial Team: Jon Ritchie/lan Ruthven, Department of Computing Science, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12
8QQ. Tel: 0141 330 6292 Fax: 0141 330 4913. Email: informer@dcs.gla.ac.uk

Advertising: Jan J 1Jdens, BCS IRSG Chair,Sharp Laboratories of Europe, Oxford Science Park, Oxford. OX4 4GB.
Email: jan@sharp.co.uk (or chair.irsg @bcs.org.uk)
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Informer Vol 9 Autumn 1999

13



