Chartered

futute BCS: Northern Ireland Computing Education Committee

Minutes of meeting of the BCS Northern Ireland Computing Education Committee held
on 4t December 2024 at 3.30pm via Microsoft Teams.

PRESENT

Julia Adamson (JA), Irene Bell, Michaela Black, Pamela Cowan, Andrew Douglas,
Michael Gould, David Gray, Philip Hanna (PH, Vice Chair), Neil Hutcheson (NH), lan
McChesney (IM, Chair), Andrena Murray, Daniel O'Reilly, David Pilkington, Colin
Turner.

1. APOLOGIES

Ruth Foster, Alastair Irons, Anthony McCourt, Graine McGowan. Donna Reid,
Rosin Rice, Rachel Steenson, Jonathan Wallace, Graeme Wilkinson

Gareth O’Hare had written to the Chair to indicate he was leaving the committee
due to other commitments. The Chair thanked Gareth for his contribution to the
committee and especially his work with the Code Show NI initiative.

New members were welcomed: David Gray (Head of Computer Science, Royal
Belfast Academical Institution), Donna Reid (Department of Education Curriculum
Team (replacing Sam Dempster), Neil Hutcheson (CEO Software NI, replacing
David Crozier) and Gareth Wilson (CCEA, Programme Manager (Digital),
replacing Michael McEnery.

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (11t October 2023)

The minutes of the previous meeting (previously circulated) were approved with a
minor amendment to Section 7.1 regarding ICT curriculum priorities.

3. MATTERS ARISING

7.2 Liaise on classroom resources available through CAS, Digital
Schoolhouse and industry

Following David Crozier’s departure from Software NI, it was agreed NH would
keep relevance of resources from Computing at School and Digital Schoolhouse,
as they pertained to TechTeach, under review.

9.2: Make CCEA 2023 digital technology data available on Basecamp
These are now available on Basecamp.
Under matters arising, Committee noted the successful BCS Council event held in

Belfast in June 2024, with congratulations extended to Rachel Steenson for her
work in coordinating a great event.
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4. TERMS OF REFERENCE

4.1 With the committee having been established over three years ago, it was
timely to review the Terms of Reference. Draft changes had been circulated
prior to the meeting.

4.2 IM advised committee that Philip Hanna had agreed to take over as Chair. In
the absence of a nomination for Vice Chair, IM agreed to act in this role a
formal appointment is made. Changes will be advised to BCS Academy
Board for approval (Action: IM).

5. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHAIR

5.1 The Department for the Economy (DfE NI) launched its Digital Skills Action
Plan in September. To strengthen the relationship between this committee
and DfE, it was agreed to request a meeting to review areas of common
interest (Action: PH).

5.2 The BCS Belfast Branch “BCS IT Educator of the Year” awards were noted.
The focus this year was on the Further Education sector. 15t place: Kevin
McLaughlin, North West Regional College, 2" Kenneth Milligan, Southern
Regional College, Highly commended Sharon Fitzpatrick, Southern Regional
College.

5.3 JA gave an update on recent activity from BCS Education & Public Benefit,
including TEALS (Technology Education and Learning Support), the newly
formed BCS Schools and Colleges Committee and the BCS response to the
Department for Education (England) Curriculum and Assessment review.

6. SOFTWARE NI - Vision and Approach

NH provided an update on Software Nl's initiatives, including the “50 and Five by
35" initiative, aiming grow the local software sector to 50,000 jobs and £5 billion
in gross value added (GVA) by the year 2035.

7. SUBJECT COMBINATIONS IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

During preparatory work for the above DfE Digital Skills Action Plan, IM had
prepared statistics regarding Level 3 subject combinations and their impact on
degree outcomes.

IM presented a summary paper. Key findings indicate that STEM qualifications at
Level 3 are associated with better performance in computing degrees, but non-
STEM students can also excel. The diversity of entrance qualifications among
top-performing students was highlighted, showing that success in computing
degrees is not limited to those with a STEM background.
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8. YPAG SURVEY UPDATE

At the previous meeting, descriptive data from the committee’s schools survey
were presented. IM presented further analysis, focusing on factors influencing
students' choices to study computing. Key insights include the importance of
career attractiveness and the role of parents and peers in shaping career
aspirations. Career advice from parents is highly valued, and there is a need to
enhance the career attractiveness of computing to address gender imbalances
and societal perceptions.

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
To be confirmed.

Actions:

4.1 | Submit revised Terms of Reference to BCS Academy Board | IM
for approval.

4.2 | Request BCS Academy Board to approve Philip Hanna as M
Chair and lan McChesney as acting Vice-Chair.

5.1 | Request a meeting with DfE NI to review areas of common | PH
interest.
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