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Session outline

1) Overview of what decolonising computing means to 
the research team

2) Share initial findings of HE desk based audit of 
decolonising computing activities
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Decolonial commitments

Epistemological

What - Embrace the ‘decolonial 
turn’

How – delinking or decentring 
from West/North centrism as the 
site of knowledge production

Ethical political

What – embrace the ‘decolonial 
option’ by preferencing those on the 
margins

How – seek to address the legacy 
systematic effects of colonialism
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Adopting a decolonial computing perspective

1) Consider your geo-political orientation when designing, building, researching 
or theorising about computing phenomena

2) Embrace the decolonial option as attempting to think through what it might 
mean to design and build computing systems with and for those situated at 
the peripheries of the world system.  Informed by the epistemologies located at 
such sites with a view to undermining the asymmetry of local-global power 
relationships.

(Sayeed: 2016)

  



Artificial Intelligence coded bias
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AI coded basis

  

Article link

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/sep/07/asylum-seekers-ai-translation-apps
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Racial Homogeneity

Miltner, K. (2021)

  



Description: person pushing trolley of waste through landfill Description: pond like hole with brown/orange coloured water and surrounding earth

Postcolonial Computing Circuits
From the core (demand and design) to the periphery (supply, sourcing and construction) to 

the core (consumption) to the periphery (disposal)
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LLM content moderation

Nairobi workers for Sama asked to review text and image 
within OpenAI ChatGPT
Graphic scenes of violence, self-harm, murder, rape, 
necrophilia, child abuse, bestiality and incest
Suffered psychosocial trauma, low pay ($1.46-$3.74/hr) 
and abrupt dismissal

  

Article link

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/sep/07/asylum-seekers-ai-translation-apps
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Refugees help power machine learning at big tech
click work for Silicon Valley

Kenya’s Dadaab refugee camp

  

• AI systems fuelled by millions of 
underpaid workers

• Repetitive tasks under precarious 
labour conditions

• Sites like Clickworker, Amazon 
Mechanical Turk allow microtasks 
to be posted



  

Decolonising Audit -
where
Where did we look:
1. Russell Group e.g. Kings College London
2. Athena Swan (Silver) e.g. University of Warwick
3. Other HEI e.g. Nottingham Trent
4. Key word search “decolonising STEM/computing”



  

Decolonising Audit – how & who
How the audit was conducted:
 Desk based - external public facing web pages
 Standardised template completion

Who did the audit:
3 x project team members
3 x student researchers
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Findings
Decolonising Activities

1. Collaboration Between students/staff and other internal services e.g. library.  

With external services e.g. museums, authorities, professional computer 
associations

With other HEI’s in Europe, Africa and Oceania

2. Scholarship Papers written and articles published

3. Resources Blog, video, toolkit, web page, guides, poetry

4. Events Talks, discussions
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Findings cont.
Decolonising Activities

5. Awards STEM Learning Award, Benchmark Standard, best practice

6. Hub/Physical 
space

Studio, computing education research centre, centre for academic inclusion 
in science and engineering

7. Curriculum 
Development

Module, lecture

8. Strategy Annual EDI Report
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1. Collaboration

Library and Student Union asking students to suggest new titles for the 
collection (Swansea)
Students sit on Senior boards, Senate and Council (Bath)
Students and staff research leading to a manifesto (Kent)
‘Transforming Access and Student Outcomes’ in HE, (Leicester and Kent) 
partnering to research impact of curriculum reform on race equality gaps
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2. Scholarship
University of Edinburgh - Article published on ‘Techno-solutionism and Neocolonial Narratives in 
ICT (and other engineering) Curriculum’ in CEUR-WS

• techno-optimism and techno-solutionism hides to the students that most of 
"technological progress" is highly dependent on colonial-era exploitation of the Global 
South

• curriculum is mostly influenced by the requirements of profit-driven industries rather than 
societal needs.

Imperial College, London:

• “Decolonization in a higher education STEMM institution – is ‘epistemic fragility’ a barrier?” 
Research carried out with teaching teams and although it is important area, many barriers 
still exist

• “A novel data solution to inform curriculum decolonisation: the case of the Imperial 
College London Masters of Public Health” Examination of reading lists away from global 
north

Cambridge University

• Perceptions of decolonisation of teaching and learning – a small study with a range of 
lecturers to look at how decolonisation practices could be used in the classroom
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3. Resources

University of Bristol

Newsletter ‘Decolonising the Bristol curriculum’ 
available internally – last published Nov 2023
A podcast and interview series on 
‘Decolonising the Curriculum’ initiated in 2021 
but not continued

Liverpool  School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM)

Curation of images to tackle outdated or 
negative portrayals of minoritised groups
Blog - Working towards decolonising language 
e.g. how to refer to global colleagues
Exploring what restorative action looks for 
students
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3. Resources cont.

Digital journal (archive) voices and experiences of indigenous perspectives 
(Kings College, London, LSTM)
Review and diversify reading lists (Kings College, London)
Sourcing representative images, alternative publishers and formats, best 
practice at other institutions (Bath)
Decolonising the curriculum toolkit (Leicester), How do I get started? (The Times 
HE)
Inclusive teaching and learning toolkit (Imperial College, London)
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4. Events
University of Edinburgh

Decolonising the curriculum- the Podcast series involving 
academics from Engineering and Technology

• These podcasts are available till 2021 but seem to 
have been discontinued

Session on ‘Decolonising your dissertation’ in the 
Dissertation and Thesis Festival in Nov 2023

• Talks about how citations can be used as a practical 
tool for including marginalised voices

• Explores critical and practical approaches to library 
research

Diversifying Toolkit for Staff- Online Launch event in May 
2023

• How to use more diverse resources in teaching
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4. Events cont.

Oxford University

Working on Human Centred Computing Theme 
at Oxford from 2018 resulting in Unbiased 
(Emancipating Users against Algorithmic 
biases for a trusted digital economy)

• Setup Ethical Hackathon - a design 
challenge that highlights ethical issues 
alongside technical ones. 

• Responsible research & innovation (RRI) 
focussed Youth Juries and Hackathons to 
promote improved design e.g. case studies 
on algorithmic bias, search engine bias 
etc.
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4. Events cont.

Kings College, London
Demystifying Decolonisation

Imperial College, London
Focus on examining geographic bias in our curricula
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4. Events cont.

University of Sussex
Decolonising the Curriculum at Sussex - a half-day online symposium
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5. Awards

University of Kent
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6. Hub/physical space 

Exeter Decolonising Network Collection of staff, students, and community 
members affiliated to the University of Exeter

Reflections space
Creativity space
The Roots Resistance
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7. Curriculum Development

Nottingham Trent
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7. Curriculum Development

Aston University
Decolonising the Curriculum Working Group.
Staff and students are welcome to join this group

Library Services support
Aston Students' Union provides a forum
University Learning & Teaching Committee 
embeds monitoring of decolonising
College Learning & Teaching Committees
University Equality, Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee
Aston Voices Group
Associate Pro-Vice Chancellor for Diversity 
& Inclusion
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8. Strategy

University of Bath
Access and Participation Plan 2024-2028, Intervention Strategy 3: Degree Awarding Gaps
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8. Strategy cont.

University of Bath
Access and Participation Plan 2024-2028, Intervention Strategy 3: Degree Awarding Gaps
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University of Sussex
Decolonisation statement for the library

University of York
Statement of approach to decolonising and 
diversifying the curriculum

8. Strategy cont.
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Summary

1) Decolonisation in Computing is still a developing area of 
study

2) To start developing case studies based on our audit 
findings and surveys

3) To create workshops to gather a variety of stakeholder 
views: tuition delivery, academics and management 

4) Continue to attend conferences to engage with 
computing educators

5) Building contacts to create a decolonisation network
6) Think about your positionality
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Thank you

Zoe.tompkins@open.ac.uk
Amaninder.singh@open.ac.uk
Kate.feliciello@open.ac.uk
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mailto:Amaninder.singh@open.ac.uk
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