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Taking as a point of departure recent theoretical advances in Interaction Design and Human-
Computer Interaction (Löwgren 2009), we discuss a body of knowledge gathered in Ubiquitous 
Music practices (Keller et al. 2011a) during the last six years. New concepts and methods have 
been proposed to describe aspects of the ideation and materialisation of experiences with 
technology. Pliability (Löwgren 2007) and anchoring (Keller et al. 2010) are two of the multiple 
design qualities that surfaced in interaction design that impact information technology creative 
practices. We present results of experiments addressing creativity support for ubiquitous music 
making through the time tagging metaphor (Radanovitsck et al. 2011). The studies serve to 
exemplify how relational properties can be integrated within creativity-centred design. Our 
research indicates that sonic relational properties may provide affordances for proto-musical 
phenomena. We discuss the theoretical and methodological implications of this proposal
highlighting its impact on everyday musical creativity.

Ubiquitous music. nteraction aesthetic proto-musical qualities.

1. INTRODUCTION 

jmackwell
Typewritten Text
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.14236/ewic/eva2014.25



Relational properties in interaction aesthetics: the ubiquitous music turn 
Damián Keller, Nuno Otero, Victor Lazzarini, Marcelo Pimenta, Maria de Lima, Marcelo Johann & Leandro Costalonga 

2. GOALS OF UBIMUS DESIGN
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3.  RELATIONAL PROPERTIES IN UBIMUS 
DESIGN: METHODOLOGICAL 
IMPLICATIONS
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4. TIME TAGGING 

Figure 1: Percussive prototype Drum! (Kuhn 2011) 
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Figure 2: Time tagging in mixDroid 1.0 (Keller et al. 
2010, Radanovitsck et al. 2011)
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5.  IMPLICATIONS FOR AESTHETICALLY 
AWARE DESIGN APPROACHES
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6.  CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSALS FOR 
FUTURE STUDIES 
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